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Nebraska Bird Review 
Some Observations Of The Nesting Habits 
Of The Eastern Phoebe 
John C. Christ 
The eastern phoebe (Sayornis 
phoebe) is an unpretentious, drably 
colored bird, which does not ordinarily 
attract attention to itself. Its nesting 
habits, however, are very interest-
ing, and this paper is an account 
of observations made on a pair of 
this species throughout one nesting 
cycle. The study was conducted at 
the Forestry and Biological Station 
of the University of Minnesota, 
which is located in Itasca &tate Park 
in northwestern Minnesota. 
Like seventeen other phoebe nests 
observed in the park, this one was 
constructed of mud reinforced with 
fine grasses and lichens, and lined 
with down. Like the others, it was 
adherent to a man-made structure. 
This particular nest was located on 
a ledge above a cabin door occupied 
by the writer and his family during 
a five-week period. 
The nest was under construction 
when first seen, and its progre'ss 
ViaS noted until completed two days 
later. A blind was prepared at a 
s·afe distance, so that the nesting 
and succeeding activities could be 
observed without unduly disturbing 
the birds. Phoebes tolerate some 
de~ree of molestation by humans in 
spite of the fact that they appear 
timid and £.lighty. Ordinary passage 
through the door beneath the nest 
occasionally flushed the occupants, 
but only temporarily interrupted 
their activities. 
The interior of the nest and its 
contents were periodically examined 
with a piece of broken mirror that 
was attached to a yard stick in such 
a way that observation was possible 
from beneath. Such examinations 
were made when the nest was un-
occupied by the adults. In this 
manner one pure white egg was 
found the morning after the nest 
was completed. Neither parent was 
observed in r.ttendance during the 
day light hours which followed, but 
the mother spent the ensuing night 
on the nest. Two days elapsed before 
a second egg was noted, and on each 
of the three succeeding mornings 
another was deposited, until a total 
five were present. 
Incubation commenced immediate-
ly, with the female taking complete 
charge. The male spent considerable 
time sitting on a nearby clothesline 
and chirping a two-syllable song. 
He would also bring food to the 
female during the day. It was not 
known where he spent the nights, 
but he would make his appearance at 
dawn. 
Sixteen days elapsed before the 
first egg hatched, and within three 
more days all but one had opened. 
The fifth did not hatch and was 
expe.lled from the nest several days 
later. 
It was decided to observe feeding 
activities and obtain information 
regarding trips to the nest, possible 
sources of food and other movements 
from this time until the fledglings 
left their home. A time schedule 
was planned so that observations 
would be made for one hour each 
day. These periods were set up so 
that activities were noted during 
different hours of each day. For 
example, on the first day the birds 
were watched during the first hour 
of activity in the morning, the 
second day on the second hour and 
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so on until the end of the cyle. Re-
cords of trips to the nest wer-e kept 
to get some idea of maximum and 
minimum activity. One entire day 
was devoted to making a complete 
check from pre-dawn to the cessation 
of activity at dusk. In addition to 
these periods, frequent observations 
were made during irregular times 
by the writer and members of his 
family. 
The first observation after the 
young were hatched, indicated that 
the male took no part in feeding the 
young directly but would pass insects 
to the female and she in turn would 
feed the nestlings. She would also 
leave the nest periodically to collect 
insects. Most collections were made 
on a lawn area near the cabin and 
in a taller grassy area toward the 
east. The prey brought in at this 
time consisted of insects so small 
that they could be carried within the 
mouth. The female was repeatedly 
seen to fly ta a spot about twenty 
rods southward, where she would 
drop to the ground, remain a short 
time and return. The observer later 
decided to examine this area and 
found an ant hill. Fifteen such trips 
were made by her during one hour 
of observation. Although dragonflies 
were very plentiful, some flying 
within a few feet from the nest, 
none of these were caught at this 
time. 
An unusual procedure was noted 
on the next day. The male was seen 
flying toward the nest with a large 
cricket in his bill. He hovered 
momentarily in the air near it, then 
dropped to the concrete stoop under 
the nest, and with deliberate, slash-
ing moverments thrust the insect 
repeatedly against the concrete. 
After about a dozen such movements, 
his prey was picked up and taken 
to the nest. This was thought to be 
a tenderizing process, and repetitions 
of it were observed many times on 
the following days. 
It was also noted that wastes were 
carried out on this day, and as the 
removal of wastes was a new ex-
perience, it was concluded after some 
research that the mother must have 
eaten the feces during the previous 
days. Wallace (1955) 
Both parents were not seen in the 
nest at the same time, although the 
male would occasionally perch on 
the rim while the female was within 
it. The father was observed to make 
his entries from the west and the 
mother from the east throughout 
the entire observation period. The 
female generally made direct flights 
to the nest, but the male invariably 
would land upon the nearby clothes-
line first, and make his entries from 
there. The insects were captured in 
a restricted collecting territory by 
each of the two adults. 
On the following day the observer 
noticed the dead body of one of the 
nestlings on the top of the stoop 
under the nest. It was not determined 
if it had accidently fallen, or if it 
had been deliberately pushed out. A 
glimpse into the nest showed three 
occupants still remaining. There was 
a bluish downlike body covering ex-
cept on the wings and the tails. The 
eyes were not yet fully open. The 
nest was clean and no droppings 
were seen on the concrete beneath. 
Feeding activities had speeded up, 
as twenty-nine trips were counted 
during one hour of watching. 
On the ninth day after the last egg 
was hatched, it was decided that an 
entire day would be devoted to 
observation. The observer rose at 
3:35 in the morning. At 4:12, before 
the sun was up, the female left the 
nest and flew out to a distance of 
about thirty yards. Without hesita-
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tion, she circled in flight and re-
turned to the nest. The same course 
was followed nine consecutive times, 
and the writer was at a loss to ex-
plain this phenomenon. It was learned 
later that this was apparently done 
to remove the accumulated wastes of 
the previous night. The male entered 
the scene at 4 :20 A.M. by landing 
on his favorite perch near the nest. 
His monotonous two-syllabled call 
was again heard, and he twitched 
his tail vigorously from side to side, 
as is characteristic for the species. 
Within several minutes he was seen 
to collect insects and take them to 
the nest. 
All feeding trips· by both birds 
were counted and recorded. A total 
was kept for each hour of the 
working day. The accompanying 
graph shows the number of such 
trips made to the nest by the parents 
during the day. No separate record 
was kept on each bird, but the num-
bers given represent the trips in 
totals for both adults. It will be noted 
that there were two high points of 
feeding, one between 6 :00 and 7 :00 
A.M. and another between 7 :00 and 
8:00 P.M. 
During the succeeding days, feed-
ing activities were gradually speeded 
up, larger insects were collected and 
in the final days no attempt was 
made to tenderize them before feed-
ing the young. As time went on 
droppings were noted on the concrete 
under the nest. Apparently the 
young had learned to deposit them 
over the sides, leaving the nest clean. 
Periodic examinations showed an in-
creased feather development. The 
flight feathers seemed fully formed, 
and the down had been replaced by 
cOhtour feathers, making the young 
appear as large as the adults. The 
heads of the young bobbed vigorous1y 
above the rim of the nest when the 
adults came near. Bringing the 
mirror over the young to observe 
them resulted in a similar reaction. 
On the sixteenth day after the 
first egg hatched, there was an un-
usual amount of commotion and 
activity, and there was little feed-
ing done. Shortly after the observa-
tion period started, one of the rest-
less young mounted the rim of the 
nest, and fluttered its wings vigor-
ously. It appeared to be preparing 
for flight. The same thing was re-
peated several times, and finally in 
an awkward falling flight it landed 
o nthe lawn. There were several 
short flights toward the tall grass 
area, with both parents in pursuit. 
The male followed the young fledgl-
ing, but the female soon resumed 
her duties at the nest and spent the 
night with the remaining young. 
The following day was another 
busy one for the brood. Both parents 
were about, but the adventuresome 
one of the previous day was not 
seen. A second nestling attempted 
flight on this day, but was not as 
successful in its first take off as 
the first. Its foot became entangled 
in the nesting material, and it could 
not free itself. It hung thus until 
released by the observer and re-
turned to the nest. 
Within the hour another attempt 
was made and several minutes later 
all occupants had abandoned the 
Figure 1. Feeding activities of a 
pair of eastern phoebes, during an 
eighteen hour period as determined 
by one observer. University of Min-
nesota Forestry and Biological Sta-
tion, Lake Itasca, Minnesota. 
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nest and were seen fluttering about 
the premises during the rest of that 
day. ' 
The nest was closely observed for 
the next several days, to see· if an-
other nesting cycle would be entered 
upon. On a rainy afternoon some-
time later sounds were heard from 
the abandoned nest. An investigation 
showed that instead of the phoebes 
as was expected, an adult wren had 
somehow managed to take refuge 
with her brood of fledglings in the 
nest. The night was spent on the 
nest, but early morning brought 
complete abandonment agai:p.. Neither 
the phoebes nor the wrens returned 
again, and the brood which was so 
carefully observed during the pre-
vious weeks, was not seen in the 
vicinity again. 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEAR SUMMARY OF 
BIRD MIGRATION IN NEBRASKA 
Part 12 - Mockingbirds to Starlings 
by William F. Rapp, Jr. 
Bladen (4) 
Blue Springs (1) 
Brady (2) 
Brule (2) 
Fairbury (22) 
Hastings (25) 
Lincoln (22) 
North Platte (6) 
Omaha (10) 
Red Cloud (17) 
Stapleton (10) 
Superior (3) 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Bladen (2) 
Blue Springs (1) 
MOCKINGBIRD 
Mimus polyglottos spp. 
Apr. 12, 1948 
June 15, 1949 
Apr. 28, 1948 
Jan. 26, 1947 
Jan. 3, 1927 
Mar. 11, 1945 
Jan. 22, 1928 
Apr. 4, 1939 
Jan. 1, 1945 
Apr. 3, 1927 
Jan, 12, 1947 
Mar. 29, 1927 
CATBIRD 
DUrYIA3tella carolinensis 
May 16, 1949 
May 5, 1949 
May 7, 1949 
May 4,1949 
Apr; 27,1947 
May ..... 1L1949 
June 13, 1948 
May 20, 1947 
Apr. 27, 1939 
May 24,1947 
May 8, 1937 
June 25, 1942 
May 10,1942 
June 4, 1943 
Apr. 19, 1925 
May 18, 1946 
Brady (2) 
Brule (3) 
Crete (1) J 
Fairbury (21) 
Hastings (25) 
Lincoln (18) 
North Platte (7) 
Omaha (21) 
Red Cloud (17) 
Stapleton (12) 
Superior (2) 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Bladen. (4) 
Blue Springs (1) 
·BradY(2) 
Br1.J1e '(3) 
Chadron (3) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (23) 
Hastings (25) 
Lincoln (21) 
North Platte .(7) 
Omaha (21) 
Red Cloud (17) 
Stapleton (12) 
Superior (5) 
'. '{ .. 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Bladeyt (4)" 
B.lue 'SpringS (1) 
BmdyJ (1) 
i l Brule (3) 
Chadron (2) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (23) 
Hastings (25) 
Lincoln (21) 
North Platte (7) 
Omaha (~.1) 
Red Cloud (17) 
Stapl~ton .(12) 
Superior (6) 
f-' 
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May 28, 1949 
May 12, 1949 
May 5, 1949 
May 1, 1927 
Apr. 27, 1943 
May 3, 1926 
May 4, 1947 
Apr. 29, 1944 
May 2, 1925 
May 9, 1948 
May 5. 1929 
BROWN THRASHER 
Toxostoma rufum spp. 
Apr. 25, 1949 
Apr. 22, 1949 
Mar. 25, 1948 
May 29, 1949 
Apr. 29, 1948 
Apr. 25, 1949 
May 1, 1948 
Apr. 28, 1949 
Mar. 28, 1938 
Apr. 10, 1927 
Apr. 8, 1927 
Apr. 23, 1938 
Jan. 5, 1949 
Apr. 16, 1927 
Apr. 18, 1948 
Apr. 16, 1931 
ROBIN 
Turdus migratorius 
Jan. 1, 1949 
Feb. 22, 1949 
Feb. 23, 1949 
Jan. 1, 1949 
Jan. 24, 1949 
Jan. 26, 1947 
Jan.' 30, 1947 
Jan; 1, 1949 
Jan. 1, 1925 
Jan. 1, 1925 
Jan. 1, 1925 
Jan. 1, 1939 
Jan. 1, 1927 
Jan. 3, 1942 
Jan. 1, 1934 
Jan. 1, 1926 
39 
June 9, 1948 
May 18, 1947 
May 30, 1943 
May 15, 1931 
May 10. 1937 
May 16, 1938 
May 9, 1936 
May 22, 1942 
May 25, 1949 
May 9, 1925 
Apr. 25, 1949 
May 3, 1949 
May 4, 1947 
May 17, 1949 
May 13, 1948 
Apr. 29, 1934 
May 20, 1934 
May 7, 1937 
May 29, 1934 
Apr. 29, 1928 
May 7, 1937 
Apr. 22, 1929 
June 4, 1948 
Feb. 22, 1949 
Jan. 30, 1949 
Mar. 5, 1941 
Mar. 17, 1941 
Mar. 17, 1948 
Feb. 18, 1938 
Mar. 9, 1941 
Mar. 17, 1941 
Mar. 23,1937 
Mar. 11,1929 
40 
Blue Springs (2) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (20) 
Hastings (21) 
Lincoln (17) 
North Platte (3) 
Omaha (18) 
Red Cloud (16) 
Stapleton (3) 
Superior (1) 
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WOOD THRUSH 
Hylocichla mustelina 
May 7, 1949 
Apr. 28, 1949 
Apr. 15, 1947 
May 1, 1932 
May 3, 1928 
May 16, 1938 
Apr. 29, 1944 
May 1, 1927 
Apr. 8, 1948 
May 9, 1925 
HERMIT THRUSH 
Hylocichla guUata spp. 
Blue Springs (1) Apr. 20, 1947 
Fairbury (12) Apr. 1, 1927 
Hastings· (7) Apr. 3, 1925 
Lincoln (15) Apr. 9, 1938 
North Platte (2) May 7, 1939 
Omaha (9) Apr. 3, 1949 
Red Cloud (1) Apr. 8, 1937 
Stapleton (2) May 2, 1934 
SWAINSON'S OR OLIVE-BACKED THRUSH 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Blue Springs (2) 
Brule (3) 
Chadron (2) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (19) 
Lincoln (17) 
Hastings (24) 
North Platte (7) 
Omaha (20) 
Red Cloud (17) 
Stapleton (12) 
Superior (3) 
Aurora (1) 
Blue Springs (2) 
Brule (3) 
Fairbury (3) 
Hastings (21) 
Lincoln (18) 
North Platte (6) 
Omaha (11) 
Hylocichla ustulata 
May 11, 1949 
Apr. 27, 1949 
May 8, 1947 
Apr. 29, 1949 
Mar. 20, 1949 
May 12, 1949 
Apr. 6, 1943 
Apr. 29, 1931 
Apr. 19, 1942 
Apr. 4, 1939 
Apr. 11, 1949 
Apr. 28, 1937 
Apr. 28, 1946 
May 1, 1927 
GRAY-CHEECKED THRUSH 
Hylocichla m. minima 
May 9, 1949 
May 7, 1949 
May 4, 1948 
May 9, 1946 
May 2, 1935 
Apr. 27, 1940 
May 3, 1941 
Apr. 9, 1949 
May 8, 1947 
May 21, 1931 
May 25, 1928 
May 19, 1939 
May 28, 1939 
May 19, 1934 
. May 17, 1942 
May 25, 1939 
May 11, 1945 
May 29, 1941 
May 13, 1943 
May 14, 1937 
May 17, 1942 
May 4, 1945 
May 9, 1949 
May 11, 1947 
Apr. 25. 1947 
May 19, 1925 
May 23, 1938 
May 7, 1938 
May 21, 1949 
May 22, 1929 
May 18, 1935 
May 16, 1943 
May 9, 1925 
May 8, 1947 
May 13, 1949 
May 17, 1926 
May 22, 1937 
May 28, 1936 
June 1, 1947 
May 30, 1927 
Red Cloud (8) 
Stapleton (7) 
Superior (1) 
Brule (2) 
Fairbury (2) 
Hastings (3) 
Lincoln (4) 
North Platte (2) 
Omaha (2) 
Red Cloud (3) 
Stapleton (4) 
Brule (1) 
Hastings (1) 
Lincoln (2) 
North Platte (1) 
Omaha (1) 
Stapleton (2) 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Bladen (3) 
Blue Springs (1) 
Brule (3) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (24) 
Hastings (25) 
Lincoln (20) 
North Platte (7) 
Omaha (21) 
Red Cloud (17) 
Stapleton (13) 
Superior ( 5) 
Brady (1) 
Brule (1) 
Chadron (1) 
Hastings (6) 
North Platte (5) 
Stapleton (9) 
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Apr. 29, 1939 
Apr. 30, 1946 
Apr. 28, 1929 
VEERY 
Hylocichla f. fuscescens 
Apr. 14, 1948 
May 4, 1929 
May 10, 1927 
Apr. 30, 1939 
May 14, 1937 
May 13, 1926 
May 9, 1936 
May 11, 1948 
WILLOW THRUSH 
Hylocichla fuscescens salicicola 
May 22, 1947 
May 10, 1941 
May 13, 1943 
May 5, 1944 
Apr. 23, 1944 
May 13, 1946 
EASTERN BLUEBIRD 
Sialia s. sialis 
Apr. 26, 1949 
May 2, 1949 
Mar. 3, 1949 
Jan. 1, 1949 
Jan. 5, 1947 
Apr. 24, 1949 
Jan. 1, 1935 
Feb. 15, 1931 
Feb. 6. 1927 
Mar. 1, 1947 
Jan. 1. 1927 
Feb. 12, 1930 
Feb. 24, 1946 
Feb. 15, 1926 
MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD 
Sialia currucoides 
Feb. 13, 1949 
Jan. 26, 1947 
Mar. 30, 1949 
Jan. 21. 1928 
Feb. 26, 1947 
Feb. 10, 1943 
41 
May 18, 1930 
May 11, 1948 
May 22, 1949 
May 21, 1926 
May 22, 1937 
Mar 17,.1925 
May 16, 1938 
May 14, 1931 
May 24. 1938 
May 27, 1939 
June 4, 1940 
Mar. 16, 1947 
Apr. 26, 1949 
May 1, 1948 
May 10, 1941 
Apr. 2, 1949 
May 17, 1941 
Apr. 11, 1948 
May 24, 1941 
Apr. 30, 1949 
Mar. 13, 1927 
Mar. 25, 1938 
Mar. 24, 1937 
Apr~ 26, 1946 
42 
Brady (1) 
Brule (2) 
Chadron (1) 
Fairbury (2) 
Hastings (10) 
Lincoln (1) 
Omaha (2) 
North Platte (6) 
Stapleton (2) 
Blue Springs (1) 
Fairbury (18) 
Hastings (10) 
Lincoln (6) 
North Platte (2) 
Omaha (14) 
Superior (1) 
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TOWNSEND'S SOLITAIRE 
Myadestes townsendi 
Jan. 14, 1948 
Jan .. 26, 1947 
Feb. 2, 1949 
Jan. 5, 1947 
Jan. 1, 1946 
Jan. 10, 1932 
Jan. 18, 1947 
Jan. 1, 1941 
Jan. 27, 1948 
BqJE-GRAY GNATCATCHER 
Polioptila c. caerulea 
Apr. 29, 1949 
Mar .. 30, 1934 
Apr.·23, 1938 
Apr. 21, 1926 
Apr. 22, 1937 
Apr. 22, 1926 
Apr. 27, 1927 
EASTERN GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET 
Fairbury (13) 
Hastings (16) 
Lincoln (11) 
North Platte (3) 
Omaha (12) 
Red Cloud (3) 
Stapleton (1) 
Superior (2) 
'C 
Regulus s. satrapa 
Jan. 1, 1948 
Jan. 1, 1944 
Jan. 1, 1925 
Jan. I, 1939 
Jan. 1, 1929 
, Mar. 17, 1936 
Jan. 8, 1948 
Feb. 15, 1926 
EASTERN RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET 
Regulus c. calendula 
BlllJden (1)./ 
Brule (1) 
'Fairbury H7) 
Hastings (19) 
~incoln (17) 
North Platte (3) 
Omaha (16) 
Red Cloud (2) 
Stapleton (4) 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Bladen (3) 
Jan. 1, 1949 
Apr. 22, 1949 
,'Feb. 27, 1928 
Mar. 10, 1934 
Mar. 29, 1925 
Jan. 15, 1939 
Feb. 27,1949 
Apr. "7; 1929 
Jan. 1, 1941 
AMERICAN PIPIT 
Anthus spinoletta rubescens 
Apr. 19, 1949 
Apr. 10, 1949 
Feb. 5, 1949 
Feb. 24, 1939 
May 26, 1942 
Feb. 21, 1937 
May 29, 1937 
Feb. 22, 1940 
May 24, 1926 
May 21, 1927 
May 25, 1935 
May 24, 1939 
May 31, 1936 
Apr. 20, 1949 
Apr. 22, 1940 
Apr. 9, 1933 
Feb. 27, 1947 
Apr. 9, 1942 
Apr. 9, 1939 
Apr. 9, 1927 
May .13, 1.93R 
May. 8" 1.930 
May . 3, 1,931 
May 8, 1937 
May 9, 1929 
Apr. 29, 1935 
May 6, 1938 
Apr. 22, 1947 
Nebraska Bird Review 43 
Brule (2) Apr. 16, 1948 Apr. 25, 1947 
Fairbury (1) Apr. 5, 1943 
Hastings (7) Mar. 10, 1937 Apr. 26, 1935 
Lincoln (6) Mar. 25, 1939 May 6, 1944 
North Platte (4) Apr. 17, 1948 May 11, 1947 
Red Cloud (3) May 8, 1929 May 16, 1931 
Stapleton (5) Mar. 25, 1939 Apr. 25, 1938 
SPRAGUE'S PIPIT 
Anthus spragueii 
Blue Springs (1) Apr. 22, 1949 
Hastings (2) Apr. 19, 1934 Apr.:21, 1929 
Lincoln (4) Mar. 19, 1929 Apr. 28, 1926 
BOHEMIAN WAXWING 
Bombycilla garrula pallidiceps 
Fairbury (9) Jan. 1, 1948 Apr. 8, 1945 
Hastings (4) J,an. 9, 1939 Mar. 19, 1933 
Lincoln (4) Jan. 10, 1932 Apr. 14, 1933 
North Platte (3) Feb. 28, 1939 May 7, 1938 
Omaha (5) Jan. 14, 1932 Mar. 26, 193·i 
Red Cloud (4) Feb. 7, 1928 May 21, 1939 
Stap.leton (1) May 25, 1939 
Superior (1) Apr. 3, 1931 
CEDAR WAXWING 
Bombycilla Cedr01"Um 
Antelope Co. (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Bladen (1) Mar. 25, 1948 
Chadron (2) Jan. 22, 1947 Feb. 18, 1949 
Fairbury (21) Jan. 1, 1948 Mar. 16, 1944 
Hastings (23) Jan. 3, 1949 May 26, 193fi 
Lincoln (15) ,Jan. 15, 1939 June 3, 1935 
North Platte (6) Feb. 14, 1937 May 26, 1939 
Omaha (16) Feb. 18, 1948 June 3; 1928 
Red Cloud (11) Feb. 19, 1931 May 29, 1941 
Stapleton (8) Feb. 15, 1948 June 1, 1940 
Superior (3) Jan. 14, 1926 Mar. 29, 1925 
NORTHERN SHRIKE 
Lanius excubitor borealis 
Antelope Co. (1) Apr. 15, 1949 
Bladen (1) Feb. 5, 1948 
Brule (2) Jan. 1, 1949 Jan. 7, 1948 
Fairbury (3) Jan. 25, 1931 Feb. 18, 1925 
Hastings (4) Jan. 12, 1936 Mar. 23, 1949 
Lincoln (5) Jan. 1, 1949 Apr. 11, 1938 
North Platte (6) Jan. 1, 1947 Mar. 10, 1941 
Omaha (3) Mar. 25, 1932 Apr. 6, 1947 
Stapleton (12) Jan. 1, 1941 Apr. 13, 1949 
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Antelope Co. (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Bladen (4) 
Blue Springs (2) 
Brady (2) 
Brule (3) 
Chadron (1) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (23) 
Hastings (22) 
Lincoln (18) 
North Platte (8) 
Omaha (15) 
Red Cloud (16) 
Stapleton (13) 
Superior (3) 
Hastings (1) 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Bladen (3) 
Blue Springs (1) 
Brady (1) 
Brule (3) 
Chadron (1) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (11) 
Hastings (11) 
Lincoln (9) 
North Platte (7) 
Omaha (9) 
Red Cloud (7) 
Stapleton (8) 
Nebraska Bird Review 
MIGRANT SHRIKE 
Lanius ludovicianus migrans 
May 4, 1949 
May 5, 1949 
Mar. 25, 1949 
Mar. 22, 1947 
Jan. 7, 1948 
Mar. 19, 1947 
Apr. 24, 1949 
Apr. 28, 1949 
Feb. 4, 1928 
Jan. 15, 1945 
Feb. 10, 1927 
Jan. 5, 1941 
Mar. 20, 1945 
Feb. 17, 1928 
Feb. 1, 1934 
Mar. 15, 1925 
WHITE-RUMPED SHRIKE 
Lanius ludovicianus excubitorides 
Apr. 28, 1933 
STARLING 
Sturnus v. vulgaris 
Jan. 1, 1949 
Jan. 1, 1949 
Jan. 1, 1947 
Jan. 1, 1949 
Jan. 1, 1949 
Jan. 1, 1948 
Feb. 2, 1949 
Jan. 1, 1949 
Jan. 1, 1942 
Jan. 1, 1944 
Jan. 1, 1947 
Jan. 1, 1947 
Jan. 1, 1944 
Jan. 5, 1942 
Jan. 1, 1946 
Revised Check-list of Nebraska Birds 
By 
William F. Rapp, Jr. 
Apr. 1, 1947 
Mar. 28, 1949 
Jan. 14, 1949 
Apr. 18, 1948 
May 19, 1925 
May 18, 1929 
May 23, 1943 
Apr. 27, 1937 
June 20, 1948 
May 4, 1940 
May 9, 1939 
Mar. 23, 1929 
Jan. 8, 1949 
Jan. 30, 1947 
Apr. 24, 1949 
May 22, 1937 
Apr. 21, 19B5 
Apr. 28, 1939 
Apr. 1, 1936 
May 12, 1935 
Mar. 10, 1938 
HenryE. Baumgarten 
Janet L. c. Rapp 
R. Alyn Moser 
Price $1.00 
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MEETINGS AND REPORTS 
FIFTY-SEVENTH ANN U A L 
MEETING.-The Annual Business 
Meeting of The Nebraska Ornitho-
logists' Union was held at Morrill 
Hall, Lincoln, Nebraska, May 10, 
1958, at 3 :00 o'clock P.M. In the 
absence of President John C. W. 
Bliese, Mrs. Jack Brashear, Vice 
President, presided. 
Annual reports from the following 
officers were read and filed: John 
C. W. Bliese, President; Mrs. Jack 
Brashear, Vice President; Mrs. John 
Lueshen, Secretary; Mrs. O. W. 
Ritchey, Treasurer; Mrs. C. G. 
Prtichard, Custodian; and Doris 
Gates, Editor. Committee reports 
were given as follows: Wm. F. Rapp, 
Jr., and Henry Baumgarten, Occa-
sional Papers; W. E. Eigsti, Member-
ship; and Mrs. John Lueshen, Con-
stitution Committee. 
It was moved by Willetta Lues-
hen and seconded by Wm. Rapp, Jr., 
that copies of the proposed Articles 
of Incorporation along with a ballot 
for approval or disapproval be mailed 
to each member of N. O. U. and 
that the present constitution serve 
as by-laws under the proposed 
Articles of Incorporation should they 
be accepted. Motion carried. 
A report of the First Fall Field 
Day held in North Platte October 
13, 1957, was given by C. W. Huntley. 
R. G. Cortelyou reported on the 
Second Annual Winter Meeting held 
in Omaha, January 11, 1958. 
The North Platte Tout Bird Club 
invited N. O. U. to hold' the Third 
Annual Winter Meeting in North 
Platte. 'I'he Hastings Bird Club in-
vited N. O. U. to hold the Second 
Annual Fall Field Day in Hastings 
and the Chadron Audubon Society in-
vited N. O. U. to hold the 1960 
Annual Meeting in Chadron. 
The report of the Resolutions Com-
mitttee was read by Mrs. R. R. 
Damerell. It was accepted and filed. 
C. G. Pritchard, chairman of the 
Nominating Committee presented the 
following slate of officers: Presi-
dent, Mrs. John Lueshen; Vice Presi-
dent, Burton R. Nelson; Secretary, 
C. W. (Bill) Huntley; Treasurer, 
Mrs. O. W. Ritchey; Custodian, 
Bertha C. Winter; Editor, Doris 
Gates. It was moved by Mr. Pritchard 
and seconded by Wm. F. Rapp that 
the report of the committee be ac-
cepted. Motion carried. The chairman 
directed that a unanimous ballot be 
cast. 
It was moved by Wm. Rapp, 
seconded by Mary Lou Pritchard that 
the president appoint a committee 
to make arrangements for the 1959 
Meeting in Yankton with the South 
Dakota Ornithologists' Union in May. 
The registration committee reported 
104 had registered. Meeting ad-
journed.-WilIetta Lueshen, Secre-
tary. 
The local committee was as fol-
lows: Mr. and Mrs. Harold Whitmu3, 
Mr. and Mrs. George Keirn, Oscar 
Alexis, Mrs. Clara Armstrong, Dr. 
H. P. Doole, Mrs. Ruth Fleming, 
Mr. and Mrs. Foss Hush, Mabel 
Johnston, Beulah McBride, Mrs. 
Olive Moore, Mrs. Paul Murdoch, Mr. 
and Mrs. C. B. Pritchard, Mr. and 
Mrs. Carl Rensch, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Spidel, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Strasser. 
FIFTY-FOURTH ANN U A L 
FIELD DAY.-The day was ideal 
and the trips lasted from about 6 :00 
A.M. until about noon. Four groups 
covered three general areas-Ep-
worth Park, Waverly area, and 
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Pioneers Park. After lunch in An-
telope Park, the following list of 
birds was compiled: Pied-billed 
Grebe-, Great Blue Heron, Eastern 
Green Heron, Mallard, Gadwall, 
Pintail, Blue-winged Teal, American 
Widgeon (Baldpate), S h 0 veil e r, 
Lesser Scaup, Red-tailed Hawk, 
Swainson's Hawk, Marsh Hawk, 
Bob-white, Ring-necked Pheasant, 
Sora, Ame-rican Coot, Killdeer, Com-
mon (Wilson's) Snipe, Upland Plover, 
Spotted Sandpiper, Willet, Greater 
Yellow-legs, Lesser Yellow-legs, pec-
toral Sandpiper, White-rumped Sand-
piper, Baird's Sandpiper, Least Sand-
piper, Semipalmated San d pip e r, 
Avocet, Wilson's Phalarope, Ring-
billed Gull, Franklin's Gull, Black 
Tern, Mourning Dove, Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, Short-eared Owl, Common 
Nighthawk, Chimney Swift, Belted 
King-fisher, Yellow-shafted Flicker, 
Red-headed Woodpecker, Hairy Wood-
pecker, Downy Woodpecker, Eastern 
Kingbird, Western Kingbird, Great 
Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, 
Least Flycatcher, Horned Lark, Tree 
Swallow, Bank Swallow, Rough-
winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, 
Purple Martin, Blue Jay, Common 
Crow, Black-capped Chi c k a dee, 
Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted 
Nuthatch, House Wren, Catbird, 
Brown Thrasher, Robin, Wood 
Thrush, Swainson's (Olive-backed) 
Thrush, Gray-cheeked Thrush, East-
ern Bluebird, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 
Cedar Waxwing, Loggerhead Shrike, 
Starling, Bell's Vireo, Solitary (Blue-
headed) Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Black 
and White Warbler, Tennessee War-
bler, Orange-crowned Warbler, Nash-
ville Warbler, Yellow Warbler, 
Myrtle Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler, 
Palm Warbler, Yellowthroat, House 
Sparrow, Eastern Meadowlark, West-
ern Meadowlark, Yellow-headed 
Blackbird, Red-winged Blackbird, 
Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, 
Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cow-
bird, Scarlet Tanager, Cardinal. 
Rose-breasted Grosbtak, Indigo Bunt-
ing, Dickcissel, Pine Siskin, Ameri-
can Goldfinch, Rufous-sided Towhee, 
Grasshopper Sparrow, Slate-colored 
Junco, Chipping Sparrow, Clay-
colored Sparrow, Field Sparrow, 
Harris's Sparrow, White-crowned 
Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, 
and Lincoln's Sparrow. Total: 111 
species. 
ROLLIE A. BUNNEY, 1897-1958 
Rollie A. Bunney was born on a 
farm near Orleans, Nebraska, on 
September 14, 1897, and died in 
Omaha January 18, 1958. He com-
pleted the first eight grades in a 
country school near the farm. At 
the time of his graduation, his teacher 
suggested that he continue his educa-
tion in the Kearney High School and 
Kearney State Teachers College. 
This he did and after the first two 
years of college he enlisted in the 
army during World War 1. 
After the end of the war, he en-
tered the University of Nebraska 
for the completion of his education 
as a teacher and graduated in 1923. 
He first taught at Wood River, Ne-
braska, and then successively in the 
following Nebraska schools: as 
principal at Wisner, as principal 
and superintendent at West Point, 
prinicpal at McCook and at the same 
time instructor at McCook Junior 
College; and superintendent at 
Franklin. While in McCook he was 
Nebraska Bird Review 47 
married to Miss Wilma Durrie with 
whom he had become acquainted in 
,West Point. They have three chil-
dren: Gary, Rodlin and Janet who 
is now Mrs. Robert Kragh. 
In 1943 Mr. and Mrs. Bunney 
moved to Omaha where Mr. Bunney 
became successively associated with 
the Veterans Administration, the 
Nebraska Rehabilitation Administra-
tion and as Maintenance Engineer 
with the Douglas County Assistance 
Bureau. In the last position he came 
in close contact with Mr. Frank 
PipaI, City Forester, with whom he 
established a friendship based on 
their mutual love of nature and their 
fellow human beings. Mr. Bunney 
took a prominent part in church 
activities as deacon of the First Cen-
tral Congregational Church of 
Omaha. 
N. O. U. members who attended 
the 1956 meetings in Kearney will 
recall the interesting meeting be-
tween Mr. Bunney and his former 
teacher, Carrie E. Ludden, who first 
interested Mr. Bunney in birds. 
Omaha N. O. U. members will 
fondly remember the contributions 
made to the local field trips with 
his pleasing personality and his 
keen, accurate observations of birds. 
-L. O. Horsky, Omaha 
LILLIAN STEELE LOVELAND 
Mrs. George Loveland, an Honor-
ary Member of the Nebraska Orni-
thologists' UniO'n and' first a member 
in 1901, died in Lincoln in the spring 
of 1958 at the age of 84. 
Excerpts from her letter to Dr. 
John C. W. Bliese and dated March 
3, 1958, follow: 
"(When I was) a student at a 
boarding school in Massachusetts 
near Boston one of our teachers was 
a friend of John Burroughs and at 
her invitation he came for a couple 
days visit in the spring of 1893. I 
think he was about 55 years old at 
the time and wore a long gray beard. 
I can see him now pointing out a 
Redstart in Neck Woods. 
"Upon my marriage to George 
Loveland, head of the Lincoln office 
of the U. S. Weather Bureau, I came 
to Lincoln to live. I took special 
courses in the University, among 
them Ornithology with Prof. Laur-
ence Bruner and Summar school 
courses with Prof. Robert Wolcott 
with field trips in all directions 
around Lincoln. Almost at once I 
helped organize a bird club which we 
named the Bruner Bird Club. We had 
weekly field trips and bi-monthly 
club meetings and a large and 
enthusiastic membership. 
"Also at the University I took a 
special course in the writing of 
a.rticles under Prof. Frye and 
through the years I have filled three 
large scrap books with copies of 
articles I have had published in 
newspapers, journals and magazines. 
A good many of these articles are 
on the subject of birds, but others 
are on travel, children, housekeeping, 
clubs, gardening, reading, and church 
activities. 
"In my many travels all over this 
country and in Europe, England, 
Asia, Australia, Africa and South 
America I have seen and written 
about birds. One trip was with a 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 
325 So. Illh Street 
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group of bird club members and we 
went as far as North Cape Norway 
where we saw the midnight sun as 
well as 107 new species of birds." 
The Editor has received~-word- of-
the death of Dr. O. L. Austin on 
November 25, 1957. Also, the death 
of Mrs. Florence Steunenberg in 
February, 1958. 
Excerpfs From Leffers 
"Robins roost along the river 
valleys at night and fly to other 
feeding places in the morning. Mr. 
(Harold) Gould says they feed on 
cedar berries so are flying· farther 
every day from their roosting places. 
The band· (flock) is about one mile 
wid·e and it takes from one and a half 
to two hours to pass over. We try to 
watch from 4:30 to 5:45 P.M. when 
the last ones come by. You can't 
imagine what a spectacular sight it 
is. (January 12) we saw a young 
Bald Eagle."-Mrs. George Mills, 
Long Pine 
"The Robins have been here by the 
hundreds all fall and winter, feeding 
on hackberries. Today (February 22, 
1958) we drove through the parks 
and around town and did not see 
one. Perhaps they are moving north. 
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Our spring Robins come the last of 
February or the first of March. We 
have also had the Cedar Waxwings 
since the tenth of October. I counted 
more than 100 in our trees and on 
the TV antennae in the neighborhood. 
On October 31 I heard a bird singing 
in our trees and identified it as the 
Carolina Wren. On the 20th of De-
cember it was on the suet stick, then 
on the ground. We have had it in 
Hastings before, usually in the 
spring, but not many records. Re-
gularly every day at my feeding 
station are Cardinals (6-8), Chick-
adees (3), Red-breasted Nuthatches, 
White-breasted Nuthatches, Downy 
Woodpeckers, Slate-colored Juncos 
(4), and Hairy Woodpeckers to say 
nothing of House Sparrows, Starl-
ings and Squirrels."-Mrs. A. M. 
Jones, Hustings 
(At Chadron we have had Cedar 
Waxwings, Evening Grosbeaks and 
many Robins, also. There are many 
comments about Robins and Wax-
wings in the above quoted letters 
partly in response to a question 
sent to all members about these 
birds in an NOD NEWS, a monthly 
sheet sent to all members. The large 
numbers of Robins reported this 
year is in direct contrast with their 
scarcity the preceding winter. The 
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